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Dry cask storage

When nuclear fuel is spent or no longer useful for generating electricity, it is placed in pools of water and boric acid
for at least five years until it is cool enough to be moved into long-term storage. Critics have questioned the safety
of such pools and want to see more spent fuel moved into bunkerlike dry casks, which they say are safer.

Dry cask

The fuel assemblies
are encased in
17-ft. (5.2-m) tall

Fuelrod ————
(portion shown)

A column of

uranium fuel

pellets fills a

metal rod that is

12 ft. (3.7 m) long

and about a half

an inch across

concrete and metal
casks, designed to
withstand harsh
conditions, such
as tornadoes and
floods

e——OQuter shell

o—-—— Sealed inner

Each pellet is

about the size I

of a jellybean

Fuel assembly
Fuels rods are
bundled into
square grids
of 204 rods

|

=0
—r—1— 1 71—

cylinder

NOTE: lllustrations
not to scale

Source: Exelon Corp., Westinghouse Electric Co., U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission .
Graphic: Chicago Tribune ©2011 MCT
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